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Never in History Has a Monarch Been So

Amicably Depose d as Oscar II j f

the Norwegian i MJ
Storthin g 5ifeS

j
f

Sweden

>

AREA AND
OF THE DIVIDED KINSMEN

SWEDEN

Area In square miles
Population

War tooting
OTield guns w

Navy vessels v
Of which small battle

ships and modern coast
defense vessels number
13 and all others in
eluding monitors and
also gunboats of over
5G0 tons number 25

Total tonnage all yes

sels v

Guns 8inch or larger
Officers and men in
cluding war time re
serves

172876
5200000

39000
250000

NORWAY

Area in square miles i 124129
Population 2250000
Army peace footing 30000

War footing 80000
Meld guns 240

Navy total vessels 16

Of which small battle
ships and modern
defense vessels number

y 5 and all others in
eluding monitors and
also of over
300 tons number 11

Total tonnage of ves
sels 29453

Guns or larger 10
Officers and men In
cluding war time
serve 4000
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UNE 7 1905 bids fair to go down lated Norway on her spunk as soon as
to history as Norways Fourth of she knew whatthe storthing done
July For on that day she iibtl Then there Is Polandshe would be
fled Oscar II Sweden that he

was no longer her King and that the she thought that she stood the
union with Sweden declared in 1814 to ghost of a show of being allowed to
lie Indissoluble and Irrevocable was
thenceforth nonexistent having been AlsaceLorraine remains after

j fVi Jrtxfirro Tinlf

Situation ginning of the
opposition to the declded protest of preference for Gustavus Adol

of centSv the
King Oscar or try by force or diplo was married

representation trade Sweden a farming and manu
To go back a bit Sweden Is one of

country wants a high protec

storms that have swept over the Con Norway and has more than doubt
tinent south of her the land and 46 per cent of the popu

royal blood upon a throne the latlon Is engaged In agriculture Nor
occupied for the last century by the way on the
descendants of one of Napoleons great failed have passed mountainous

Norway Didnt Like It have tried the temper of any
In 1814 by the treaty of Kiel the by abolishing

Danish king Frederick handed her didnt like it
over to Sweden without asking her it three times
whether she liked It or no She didnt three
like it at all She didnt want to be ab was

his
ful
years but accomplished many
have able fit that

citizenship to women after the age of
25 he made daughters equal inheritors
With sons he reformed the prison sys

of only glad off from Rus

And
iuigsoiveo

Thus did she cut the Gordian knot in So the autocrats of Europe are haunt
the snarl which for nearly a ed by visions of their empires dlsinte

has enmeshed her with Sweden Thus grating crumbling away beneath their
did she herald the running up of a new feet if Sweden stands for any
flag at the faiasthead of her ship of nonsense from Norway
etate and ounce to the nations that Meanwhile Norwaywould like to set
hereafter she proposed to run It un up a kingdom but she cant find a king

a captain of her own the same breath
regian ui wci
Of course it remains to be seen family occupy her throneone who

whether Sweden will tamely accept the wu1 be willing to renounce all claim
she will confine her to the Swedish crown indicating her

young
Phus who yesterday to

mncy to prevent Norways proposed se Princess Margaret of Connaught This
cession From accounts she seems it mildly was an illogical

for ftistnviiH is eldest nfjustly iiiui
she may drive some pleasant little diplo tho present crown prince of Swe

matlc spikes Into the ways rip the bot and directly In the line of succes

tom out of the new national vessel at son Oscar has declined politely but
the launching and wreck her ere she flrmly to Callow any prince of the house

reaches the broad Seas of national life o Bernadotte to rule over an inde

Such thlnss have been
If however she quietly allows Nor a Swedish prince Norway

preferably Prince TValdemar That

see something new under the sun A P1 110 plat ultimately old

fresh page will have been turned In

the history of civilization and a long

Bheda thing which as yet has not
been

For heretofore existing nations have
not changed their forms of government
nor without change of form have they
been able to accomplish change of
dynasty except by fire and sword to
the accompaniment of the drumming
guns that know no doubt the groans
of the and the walling of the

and fatherless

Oscar a Peacemaker

King Christian though he Is known as
the fatherinlaw of Europe seems to
have felt that being stepfather to this
one poor little country was more than
he cared to tackle and he too In be
half of his family has begged to be ex
cused

JS JS

Arthur Would Like the
There remains Prince Arthur of Con

naught Frankly he would like the job
And frankly Great Britain Would like
him to have It It would be a nice
fortable birth for one of her favorite

can tell Oscar who has his reputation supremacy of British Influence in the
as the peacemaker of Europe to main new nation But there are the Jealousies

has said that while he lives there of rest of Europe to be considered
no war between the two coun And the feelings of Princess Margaret

tries Remstedt the Swedish premier She has just married the heir presump
on the other hand declares that Sweden tlvo to the Swedish throne It N yway

never recognize Norways revolt separates from Sweden she will when
and a special session of the rlgsdag has her time comes be queen over only a
been called for June 20 to decide what lIttle more than half of the Scandinavian
they are going to do about it peninsula And It might not entirely con

Even Norways course Is problematl sole her to know that it was her
cal She has announced her readiness er who ruled over the other half
to light in defense of the storthings And so Norway unable to find a king
action If necessary But as is drifting rapidly toward the establlsh
of fact neither nor Is ment of a republic And that form of
in ft position to put up a very long government Is really more in the line
fight or a very strong fight Neither of of Norwegian sympathies even If her
them maintains much of an army and traditions are all monarchical Her con

for coast de stltutlon has been

for close upon a hundred years The
trouble between Norway and Sweden
has roots running well back to the Be

forced in the be

the King has been from the
very first the union a wide dif
ferencs In the interpretation ot its
term on the part of tho two nations
That Is the whole thing in a nutshell

the immediate cause of the rup
ture was the Kings refusal to approve
of a separate consular

the oldest countries of Europe The

combinations
that have formedand broken up
dynasties that have fallen the al
liances that have
her by and left Sweden In the main un
tcuched Her government has been and
Is a feudal oligarchy She is ruled by
her nobles The nominally representa
the body of her government Is in
fact representative only of her wealthy
classes For only a wealthy man Is
eligible He must have a certain proved
Income and pay taxes a certain as
sessed estate before he can sit in
And the same test applies In a lesser
degree to the voter No man has the
ballot vnless his Income has reached a
certain figure and unless he owns
property of Just such an assessed valu
ation Which means that neither the
artisan nor the peasant has any voice
whatever in the government Sweden

aristocratic in the extreme
Norway on the other hand has never

owned herself For four hundred years
previous to 1814 she was handed
around from one country to another
Yet In those four centuries she was
more frequently Danish than anything
else And to this day her sympathies
and affiliations are more Danish thananything else Hence her desire for a
Danish to rule her

way with its vast and Its
cries leans toward almost absolute free

facturing
tive tariff SwedenIs half as big
as

other hand Is rugged and
She has developed a con

siderable cattle business and of late
years has put a good deal of enthu
siasm Into agricultural experiments
But her people are sailors have
since the of European history
when vikings held their rich
er neighbors In the more fer tile lands
to the south in terror of their raids
and left their bones on the coasts of
nearly every country of the continent
and mixed their own stalwart blood
with that of nearly every one of the
tribes who founded modern Europe
And now that civilization has outgrown
those viking Norways chief
wealth Is her shipping and her fisher
ies Tlr is In their commercial inter
ests the two countries are wide apart

In their social and economic theories
they are even wider Sweden as al
ready noted is a oligarchy Nor
way has tried to live by her progres

sive constitution Government In
Sweden is entirely In the hands of the
classes Norway has tried without
much encouragement to put her gov
ernmcnt so far as a monarchy can
In the hands of the masses As early
as 1821 she made herself unpopular with
the Bernadotte dynasts and it wou13

dynasty
her nobles The lUng

but when he had vetoed
and Norway had revived
different storthings the

done in spite of him For

battle of Lelpsic Four years later on
the death of Charles XIII thirtyeight
years after his enlistment as a private
in the French army he ascended the
Swedish throne under the title of
Charles XIV

Oscar the Peaceful
He died in 1844 and was succeeded by

only son Oscar called the peace
reIgned not quite twenty

ben to in double
time lIe brought the criminal law of
Sweden and Norway into line with mod
era ideas ho abolished slavery In Mar
tinique he advocated large appropria
tions for popular education he secured

tem he improved the civil sea and war
laws he roads and

hieroglyphics and solemnly announcing
to the astonished Englishman that this
was the answer to his letter asked

Do I get the dinner He got it and
it was not until after that the Brit
isher realized that he had been
tim of one of Oscars jokes Thus slow
ly does a joke penetrate the cranium of
even on Englishman

Every Inch a Gehtleinaa
They tell many pretty stories ot Os

car one of the prettiest how he ter
minated so far as he was concerned
the heated controversy with Bjornst
jerne Bjornson the Norwegian patriot
and poet who has been living for years
in exile in Denmark but who has now
gone home to Norway In the course or
that historic controversy Bjomson
challenged Oscar to a duel Which was
of course absurd Not long after how

to play the music which bad been com
posed one of Bjornsons most stir
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to housekeeping onher own wanted one of the Danish royal
account without to the ordeal
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by battle thl and generation will might have resulted in the curious com
of the

tire population It Is comparatively
flat

step forward have been taken in the
larch of the worlds progress A na gnernls For Wnldemar has married
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their navle are merely ns the most
fense But If Norway doesnt have to modern and progressive Intrument of

then government In use In Europe today It
Whether she means to set up a king is understood that arrangements have

dora or a republic Is a question which already been made for a national con
even Norway heraelf Is not prepared to ventlon and this It Is believed will as
answer And wither she will be al suredly result in a republic In any such
lowed to set up either is a Dr Nansen the Arctic

does not lie with Sweden alone a Ida
For the rest of Europe is butting In for the presidency

As soon us the storthings action was y
announced It was freely prophesied

that Russia balked by Japan in her de Not a Sudden Squall
elro to extend Tier seaboard in the East it 13 no sudden squall that has
Would surely seize the opportunity to the Scandinavian the tra
gain an outlet through the Scandlnavl dltlonal cloud no bigger than a mans
an peninsula Other wiseacres predict hand which has suddenly overspread the
ed that within a year Port Arthur Wei national firmament and burst without
HatWe and KlaoChou would be dupll am upon an unprepared country
cated in northern Europe But the has been brewIng for years students
ish foreign office promptly announced of European politics for more than a
that England stood ready to support generation have soen that all the straws
Norway against the aggression of any were floating tho one way Even the
European power and Russia and Ger present crisis has evolved Itself gradual
many after allowing it to be understood ly and logically If the action of the
that they would not recognize the Nor storthing has come upon the world at
weglan government until Oscar had for large with something of a shock it Is
m dlly consented to the disruption of his only because for the last year and a
kingdom havp now started a movemen t the eyes of Europe and America have
on the Initiative it is said of tho ICols been ilxed upon the amazing things that
er to prevent the secession of Norway were happening In the Far East

j 4ti It is not that the family of nations
has been altogether unprepared for the

A Pernicious Example advent of this new baby but that it
It is argued that even if Sweden can hiS been too much absorbed In the un

afford to let Norway go the rest of suspected weakness of one of the big
Europe cant It would bo setting a gest of the brothers and the
most pernicious example to the dlscori lar development of one of the least
tented sections of other countries into a world power But the newcomer

It would establish a precedent that Is bound to receive due attention as
Kungrtry instance would be glad soon as Christendom realizes that it is
to follow For Hungary has never been alive and kicking
atisned with her position In tIle Aus And Norway has had plenty of prac

itrian Empire and promptlycongratvr lice in kicking It has been at it lustily
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solved from her allegiance to Denmark
and her people had no idea of being
loyal subjects of the upstart Berha
dottc the former law clerk of Pau who
had come to the Swedish throne

Out of this crisis was born the
storthing or national assembly It met
early in 1814 and in May had drawn up
and adopted a constitution modeled on
that of tho United States and estnb
lished what was practically a republic
though the idea of royalty survived
and a Danish prince Frederick Chrls
tian was proclaimed king That time
Sweden did not tamely submit War
followed and Norway was obliged to
accept the Swedish king But she was
allowed to retain her beloved constitu
tion with a few changes necessitated
by the union with Sweden And the
storthing proclaimed Norway an Iride
pendent separate and indivisible klng
dom united with Sweden under one
king That was the beginning of the
union
And In the main theoretically at least

the kingdoms have remained separate
Norway has her storthing Sweden her
rlgsdag such affairs as the two na
tions have In common being In the
hands of a council of state It has
been only In their relations with foregn
powers that tjjey have acted as a unit

and Norway asserts bitterly that tho
unit has always beer Swedish She
complains of Swedens continual en
croachments ot a disposition contln
ually to widen the scope of the union
in spito of Norways efforts to limit It
to the intention of the original act of
union She has felt for years that
Swedens Interests were being pushed
at her expense

And of two coun
tries are anything but Identical Nor
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such Is the law of the land

The Bernaflotte Dynasty
This question of separate consular

representation on which the union seems
to have finally split has been agitated
for nearly half a century Norway has
begged and begged and been put off
with promises and promises and yet
more promises So finally she has dis
solved the union and deposed the King
with the assurance of her distinguished
consideration

Arid there is no royal house in Europe
more worthy of diatingulshed consider
ation than this same ho se of upstart
Bernadottes It is the youngest of them
all and the most kingly It was found
cd In 1S14 by Jean Baptiste whose fath
er had been a briefless barrister of
PIU France Bernadotte was fifty
years old when he come to the Swedish
throne At a poor sawyers i clerk ho
had joined the royal marines of France
In 17SO During the French Revolution
mid the early years of the Napoleonic
era he gained steadily in reputation un
til he became one the most famous
of the great French marshals Napoleon
did not like him but his services so

demanded recognition that he
created Bcrnadotte Prince of Ponet
Coro

In 1810 by thQ death of Prince Au
gustenburg Sweden the Swedish
throne was left x without an heir The
Swedish states in council nominated
Bernadotte as successor to Charles
XIJI who adopted him as his son
In the campaigns of 1813 and 1S14 Ber
nadotte as Crown Prince of Sweden
joined the coalition against Napoleon
and his Swedish contingent decided tho
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developed railways
canals and the commercial classes pros
pered by leaps and bounds

In 1859 his son Charles XV succeeded
him and he dying without Issue
succeeded in 1S72 by his brother the
present King Oscar II

All the Bernadottes have been very
thorough men The peace with which
Sweden has been blessed in their time
has been based not on her weakness but
on their strength Oscar is probably the
most popular monarch in Europe today
and apparently the most deservedly
popular Poet painter musician lin
guist orator and promoter of peace
he has the aristocratic quali
ties of mind combined with the demo
cratic spirit which raised the first Ber
nadotte from the ranks of the people to
the throne of the descendants of Odin
For such was the prouddescent claimed
for the reigning house of Sweden Odin
should be proud of the present repre
sentative of his line They have been
good and just and wise they have
shown character courage and culture
they are handsome physically acute In
tellectually fine morally In fact an
ideally kingly race

Is One of the People
Undoubtedly it Is the kings person

ality that has held restive Norway In
check Norway herself is not more dem
ocratic than Oscar He comes and
goes among his people freely as one of
them without attendants with none
of the pomp and glittcr of royalty His
son Gustav the crown prince Is far
less popular He has far more arlsto
cratlc tendencies It Is believed that It
was his Influence that defeated the con
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sular plan on which Norway had set
her heart He is regarded as autocratic
In tit extreme and certainly he will be
the last one to consent to Norways be
ing allowed to set up an Independent
government

Oscar himself was originally Swed
ish admiral and In that capacity has
traveled pretty much all over the world
He has several times visited the United
States and even since his accession to
the throne he has traveled as much as
the barriers which surround royalty
would let him The proudest of his dec
orations are medals granted him for tile
saving of life at Imminent peril of his
own

They are fond of saying In the penln
sula that he Is every inch a king
w hich in view of how many inches
there are of him is saying a good deal
For he is six feet four Inches and broad
in He Is decidedly the most

monarch living He is that
rarest jC human beings a savant abso
lutely dev of pedantry He has writ
ten books both prose and poetry and
even a piay would have won him
an abiding place in literature it only
he were not King This being a king is
ir some ways a frightful handicap

lie speaks fortytwo languages never
mind what they are and it Is told upon
one occasion when an English premier
politelyfdoubted his fluency in Chinese he
bet a dinner that he could write a per
sonal letter to the Emperor of China
and get an answer The bet duly
entered and tb next time they met
Oscar produced a most imposing parch
merit scroll several yards long and coy
ered with and wicked looking
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ringly As soon as n
heard the strains he arose
bared his head and lifting his beautiful
resonant voice sang the words gncour
aging the people to Join him It was am
occasion to every one present and
one cannot wonder that the vast mul
titude cheered cheered till they
could cheer no more for the fine old fel
low whose spirit had thus offered
the amende honorable to the writer
and patriot whom he could not fight

They are certainly gentlemen thoa
Bernadottes even if they are

Yet another pretty tale Is told of O

car visiting a and asKing the
children who was the greatest of
Sweden The youngsters more

VirY ffUF
tier maid said
smiled and said Tell me some
event of his There was ar awful

and the child
I that she didn
King patted her golden hew and
forted her as well as could sayIng

Well dont cry dear I don t
either

Which was quite true Oscar has tried
and until Just now successfully to earn
for his kingdom the blessedness ascrib
ed to the nation which hath no annals

finis iis relzn with Its serenity
broken Certainly never wag u king de
posed so amicably as Norway has depo
ed Oscar It is not Oscar per

that she has removed nor even
the Bernadotte dynasty witness her re

request that the old king
Tier a prince of blood to be her

It Is Oscar officially the King of

And If the Kings character usall onae
more triumph over his natural incline

far as to lead him not only to
acqu fesce himself but to persuade
Sweden and Europe at large to oci
quiesce In Norways determination to
govern herself the greatest event In Ills

certainly be birth of a
nation without bloodshed arid that will
bo a fitting climax to the greatness ot
the Bernadottes

and

or less at random
Oscar II The
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